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By Walter Brueggemann

God sovereign and generous,
who commands the rise and fall of the nations,
who calls and has chosen many peoples,
who weeps when they harm each other,
who haunts every local culture–including ours– 

with your will for well$being,
who draws close to the powerless and

surprises with power via weakness . . .
You are the one whom we praise in astonishment,

we adore in gladness,
we thank in gratitude . . .

for who you are,
for what you do,
for how you hope.

Look with mercy on us this day,
on all the churches we serve and love,
on all the people we name,
on all the communities so fragile in which

we are embedded.
Look with your mercy, and we will obey you all the day long.

In the name of Jesus who obeyed fully.  Amen.
(From Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth.  Fortress Press: Minneapolis, 2003.)
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O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
   for his steadfast love endures for ever. 
 Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,
   those he redeemed from trouble 
 and gathered in from the lands,
   from the east and from the west,
   from the north and from the south. 

 Some were sick through their sinful ways,
   and because of their iniquities endured affliction; 
 they loathed any kind of food,
   and they drew near to the gates of death. 
 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
   and he saved them from their distress; 
 he sent out his word and healed them,
   and delivered them from destruction. 
 Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
   for his wonderful works to humankind. 
 And let them offer thanksgiving sacrifices,
   and tell of his deeds with songs of joy. 
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In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and
insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good
pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained
an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the
first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also,
when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the
pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of
his glory. 


